PRESS RELEASE, July 26, Jihlava

Ji.hlava for the twenty-third time: minding our ecological footprint!

This year’s edition of the Ji.hlava International Documentary Film Festi-
val will revolve around the theme of ecology. Visual artist Juraj Horvath,
the author of the festival poster that was officially unveiled today, always
writes a short poem accompanying the visual design. This year, one of the
poem’s lines depicts a “planet glowing red-hot”. Marek Hovorka, the Di-
rector of the Ji.hlava IDFF adds: “So far, the festival has mainly followed
the line of thoughts and filmic expressions. This time, we are adding a third
aspect: the environmental footprint.”

This year’s visual concept of the festival is specific for its two-colour register
and distinct drawings. “We wanted Ji.hlava to become more playful. Our graph-
ic artist, Juraj Horvath, plans to scatter the festival printed materials with his
drawings, and the poster visual is only one of them,” says Marek Hovorka ex-
plaining the graphic design. Hovorka adds: “Although surrounded by apocalyp-
tic news, our outlook into the future is slightly optimistic. "We believe that if
we, as a mankind, behave responsibly, we will handle the situation.”

Environmental concerns will be the main theme of this year’s Ji.hlava IDFF.
“We have always tried to keep the environment in mind. But we realised that
our environment-friendly attitude has been rather patchy. We want to be con-
sistent and plan our next steps based on the latest findings. We are trying to find
savings within our system and perhaps be an inspiration to others,” says
Hovorka. The 23rd Ji.hlava IDFF will therefore introduce the environmental
ombudsman who will “serve as a direct contact between the festival and the vis-
itors: and introduce Ji.hlava’s environmental practices to the public. He or she
will also collect comments and suggestions. This is a long-term commitment,
not a one-off activity. Some things will not change immediately, but we want to
adopt a more consistent environmental attitude that would become a natural and
commonplace part of our festival.” What does it mean in practice? No single-
use plastic, encouraging festival guests to use public transportation over cars,
prioritising direct flights and much more.

Inspiration Forum: China and climate change

This year’s Ji.hlava will for the second time offer an extended version of the In-
spiration Forum. The Forum’s events will take place throughout the whole fes-
tival week, encompassing six burning social topics, and hosting dozens of ex-
perts from across the globe. Programmer Tereza Swadoschova explains this
year’s programme concept: “This year, the Forum will have a futurologist con-
cept. We have identified social issues that have a global impact, and, at the
same time, concern every single one of us. The focus will be on topics such as
the Chinese current influence on world politics and economy, or the condition
of the western democracy.”

The Inspiration Forum will also resonate with Ji.hlava’s environmental focus:

“We will dedicate one whole day to the issue of climate change. Many experts
warn that we are slow in curbing global emissions and the reduction is definite-
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ly not fast enough to avert the upcoming planetary crisis,” continues Tereza
Swadoschova, and she concludes: “The purpose of the Forum is to spark an inten-
sive dialogue. Instead of merely analysing the problems, we want to try and find
solutions and to inspire others to take an active stance in their everyday life, and as
politically engaged citizens.”

Out in the streets

This year’s Ji.hlava is introducing another new feature. After ten years,

the architectural concept now has new authors - architects Jiri Masek, Miroslav
Kukral and Lukas Vytisk. “We are very thankful for our decade-long collabora-
tion with Josef Canéik and Vit Simek whose installations for the Ji.hlava IDFF
even made it into the prestigious Czech architecture almanac,” says Iveta Cerna on
behalf of the Ji.hlava team and she continues: “This year, we were searching for

a concept that would be creative, sustainable and at the same time offering

a comfortable solution for the visitors both in the screening halls and in the public
city space.” The winning concept works with the idea of a temporary square set up
in front of DKO, in reaction to the original urbanist concept created by the Macho-
nins. “We simply want to transform the unwelcoming space of the current car park
into a place where people will be happy to meet,” points out Iveta Cerna. This
concept applies to the entire Ji.hlava IDFF.

The twenty-third edition of the Ji.hlava IDFF will showcase documentary films in
eight screening halls. Children aged three to fourteen can look forward to a rich
programme prepared as part of the “Ji.hlava for Kids” section.

Juraj Horvath’s poem accompanying this year’s festival poster

The eyes are looking
To the left

To the right

Upwards

And down

Full stop

You can see

Quickly sketched shapes
You can imagine

All kinds of signs

A planet turning red-hot
Full stop

Just a sizzle

She said

Painted all over
Covered with scribbles
With words

Full stop

| saw a familiar eye
Drifting freely

Falling stars
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Melting shapes
Smoking messages
Full stop

Full stops
Exclamation mark
In the distance

The 23rd Ji.hlava IDFF will take place on October 24 to 29, 2019.
Early bird accreditations for 600 CZK are available until September 23.
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PARTNERS and SPONSORS 2019

Main Supporters

Ministry of Culture Czech Republic
Czech Film Fund

Creative Europe MEDIA

Statutory City of Jihlava

Vysocina Region

General Media Partner
Czech Television

Main Media Partner
Czech Radio

Exclusive Media Partners
Aktualné.cz
Respekt

Partners of Industry Section
Creative Europe MEDIA
International Visegrad Fund
Central European Initiative
Audiovisual Producers‘ Association

Partners of Inspiration Forum
Slovak-Czech Women’s Fund
Heinrich Boll Stiftung

Gender Equality Department Office of
the Government of the Czech Rep

Partners of Ji.hlava Film Fund
UPP

Soundsquare

Center for Documentary Film

Co-organiser of the Industry Section
Institute of Documentary Film

Partner Project
Doc Alliance Films

Supported by

Embassy of the United States
European Commission Representation
in the Czech Republic

Kunsthalle Praha

Czech Centres

French Institute

Italian Cultural Institute

Embassy of Israel

Balassi Institute

Instituto Camdes

Slovak Institute

Austrian Cultural Forum

Romanian Cultural Institute
UniFrance

Adam Mickiewicz Institute

Heinrich Boll Stiftung
Czech-German Fund for the Future
German Films

National Film Board of Canada
Delegation of Flanders in the Czech
Republic

Délégation Wallonie - Bruxelles
AC/E - Accion Cultural Espafiola
Current Time TV

Photo Partner
Nikon

Partner VR Zone
Go360

Partner Game Zone
Asus

Genesis

X-Gamer

X-play / X-Diablo

Official Shipping Partner
TNT

Official Festival Beer
Madcat

Regional Partners
Ammeraal Beltech
Javab

Kronospan

Mitech

Sepos

Official Suppliers

Ackee mobile applications / APPAFEST
AZ Translations

Baby Office

BIOFILMS

Fine Coffee

KOMA Modular

Konica Minolta

Limo GANG

Co-operation
Aerofilms
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Bombus Energy

DKO Jihlava

Horacké Theatre Jihlava

Trest City

Newton Media

Regional Gallery of the Vysocina region
College of Polytechnics Jihlava

Media Partners
25fps

A2

Alarm

Cinema

Cinepur

Déjiny a soucasnost
Film a doba
lluminace

Radio 1

Regional Media Partners
City.cz

Jihlavska Drbna

Jihlavske listy

Hitradio Vysocina

SNIP & CO

Media Co-operation
Artmap

CSFD

Denik Referendum
Festival Guide

Flash Art

Full Moon

HIS Voice

Heroine

Host

Kapital

Kult.cz

Literarni noviny
Novy prostor
Revolver Revue
ProtiSedi

UNI

7.G

Foreigan Media Partners
Cineuropa

Film New Europe
Kine¢ko

Kino Ikon

Kinema.sk

Modern Times Review
Variety
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