
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE: 

THE 29TH JI.HLAVA HAS BEEN LAUNCHED! 

SHORT JOY CATEGORY WINNER IS WEDLOCK TRADWIFE BY GABRIELE NEUDECKER 

Jihlava, October 25, 2025 

The 29th edition of the Ji.hlava International Documentary Film Festival has begun! During the 
opening ceremony, the first awards were announced. The Respekt Award went to a Czech Television 
reportage on cheap labour, and the best documentary book was Dignity by Petr Třešňák. The 
winning short film, an Austrian work, offers an ironic commentary on contemporary gender 
stereotypes and the revival of “traditional” female roles. The Ji.hlava documentary film festival runs 
until November 2. 

The 29th Ji.hlava International Documentary Film Festival officially started today in Jihlava.  

“Ji.hlava is turning into the capital of documentary film. We’re thrilled that after a year of preparations, 
the first visitors, filmmakers, and juries are arriving. We’re ready even for those who decide to come at 
the last minute or happen to be travelling through the Vysočina region and stop by. It’s absolutely worth 
experiencing the festival atmosphere in person – visit the cinemas, concerts, children’s and teen 
programmes, or the great cabaret by Divadlo VOSTO5!, says the Ji.hlava festival director, Marek 
Hovorka.  

The festival opened with the world premiere of Virtual Girlfriends  by Barbora Chalupová, who 
explores the phenomenon of digital intimacy and work on OnlyFans. “Virtual Girlfriends isn’t a 
sensationalist look at eroticism, but an effort to understand how intimacy, relationships, and our ideas 
of closeness are changing in the digital world,” said Chalupová. The film follows three women earning 
their living through OnlyFans content, examining how the boundaries between intimacy and economy 
blur. It is included in the main competition section Czech Joy. 

Ji.hlava Has Handed Out Its First Awards 

The first award of this year – the Respekt Award for the best audiovisual reportage on a political or 
social topic – went to Černá práce (“Black Work”) from Czech Television’s Reportéři ČT series. 

Authors Barbora Loudová and Jevhenija Vachničenko investigated agency employment and labour 
exploitation in the Czech Republic. During months of undercover work, they infiltrated pseudo-
employment agencies that exploit cheap labour – often without contracts, insurance, or decent 
conditions. The journalists even took illegal jobs themselves to document the system firsthand. 



 

 

The Respekt editorial board praised the reportage for its courage, depth, and social impact –after its 
broadcast, several agencies shut down and the topic sparked an expert debate on the need for stronger 
worker protection. Loudová and Vachničenko accepted the award on stage, presented by journalist 
Jan H. Vitvar. 

The Documentary Book Award, presented for the fifth time, went to Petr Třešňák for his book 
Důstojnost (“Dignity”). The jury described it as an exceptionally powerful and rigorously thought-
through work that not only aspires but truly contributes to improving systemic conditions of care for 
vulnerable people in Czech healthcare and social services. Through case studies and real-life stories 
from the Czech Republic and abroad, Třešňák shows that dignified care is possible when expertise, 
courage, and empathy come together. The book not only makes an appeal but also outlines concrete 
steps and systemic solutions inspired by functioning international models. 

“Dignity is authentic, unembellished, yet not bitter. It’s personal, deeply lived, and still full of hope. 
The jury commends the author’s long-term and systematic work, his personal humility, and his ability 
to turn lived experience into a strong social message. The book reminds us that safeguarding every 
person’s dignity is a fundamental condition of a democratic society,” stated the jury. 

In the Short Joy category, the winning film was wedLOCK tradWIFE by Austrian director Gabriele 
Neudecker, which ironically comments on current gender stereotypes and the return to “traditional” 
female roles. The film is composed of social media testimonies, forming a shocking and painful 
bricolage interwoven with archival footage from the 1950s. 

The opening also featured the presentation of Film Fascinations by Andrea Slováková, based on her 
long-term curatorial work for the festival’s Fascinations section dedicated to experimental 
documentaries. The book maps the history of 20th-century experimental cinema – an arena for 
exploring new possibilities of film as a medium, technology, and artistic expression. 

Slováková traces themes such as the sea, the factory, eternity, perspective, psychedelia, home, 
eroticism, the garden, roots, and progress – showing how experimental film became a space of 
innovation, personal expression, and artistic research. The publication serves as both a synthesis of 
curatorial inquiry and a manifesto of the value of experimentation, celebrating its power to open new 
ways of seeing and thinking through film. 

The Ji.hlava festival runs until November 2, 2025, offering more than 300 documentary films from 
around the world, discussions, industry programmes, and various side events. 

The 29th Ji.hlava IDFF will take place on October 24–November 2, 2025. More information at 
www.ji-hlava.com and on the festival’s Facebook and Instagram profiles.  



 

 

PARTNERS AND SPONSORS 2025 
 
MAIN SUPPORTERS 
Ministry of Culture Czech Republic 
Czech Audiovisual Fund 
Statutory City of Jihlava 
Vysočina Region 
Creative Europe MEDIA 
 
GENERAL MEDIA PARTNER 
Czech Television 
 
MAIN MEDIA PARTNER 
Czech Radio 
 
EXCLUSIVE MEDIA PARTNERS 
Respekt 
 
SUPPORTED BY 
International Visegrad Fund 
Ministry of Culture, Taiwan 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office, Prague 
Taiwan Culture In Europe 2025 
French Institute 
Embassy of the Netherlands 
Austrian Cultural Forum 
Embassy of Spain 
Czech Centres 
Italian Cultural Institute  
Státní fond kultury 
German Films 
Embassy of Switzerland 
Delegation of Flanders in the Czech Republic 
Instituto Camões  
Embassy of Canada 
Polish Institute 
Liszt Institute – Hungarian Cultural Center Prague 
Unifrance 
Jan Barta 
Serge Borenstein 
ČEZ 
GEMO a.s. 
 
PARTNERS OF JI.HLAVA INDUSTRY 
Creative Europe MEDIA 
Czech Audiovisual Fund  
International Visegrad Fund 
Central European Initiative 
Ministry of Culture Czech Republic 
Audiovisual Producers’ Association 
Statutory City of Jihlava  
Creative Europe Desk CZ – Media 
Czech Film Center 
Croatian Audiovisual Centre 
Austrian Films 
 
PARTNERS OF JI.HLAVA NEW VISIONS AWARDS 
AmDocs Film Festival 
Cannes Docs - Marché du Film  
Documentary Association of Europe  
Docs by the Sea 
Jacob Burns Film Center 
Lightdox 
Mediatalents LabDoc 
Sheffield DocFest 
Soundsquare  
UPP  
#Docs Connect Taskovski Film Training  
 
PARTNER PROJECT 
Doc Alliance Films 
 
INSPIRATION FORUM PARTNERS 
Office of the European Parliament in the Czech Republic 
Representation of the European Commission 
Nadace BLÍŽKSOBĚ 
International Visegrad Fund 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung e.V. – Representation in the Czech 
Republic 
Culture for Future 
Archa+ 

Creative Europe 
Slovak-Czech Women's Fund 
Czech Centres 
Embassy of Canada 
 
PARTNERS OF IF LAB 
Co-funded by the European Union 
Státní fond kultury 
Ministry of Culture Czech Republic 
  
PARTNERS OF IF MATCHMAKING  
Nadační fond IOCB Tech 
Technology Agency of the Czech Republic 
 
PARTNERS OF IF NEWS 
Novinářský inkubátor 
Akademie ČTK 
 
PARTNERS OF THE CONFERENCE ON ETHICS 
International Visegrad Fund 
Creative Europe MEDIA 
Centrum pro mediální etiku a dialog (CEMETIK) 
 
SUSTAINABILITY PARTNERS 
MALFINI, a.s. 
Profil Nábytek 
Plastia 
 
PHOTO PARTNER 
Nikon 
 
REGIONAL PARTNERS 
Citypark 
Enviropol 
Hotel Savorsky 
WFG Capital 
Business for Breakfast 
Legacy Club 
Citypark 
#DoJihlavy 
Saunabar Jihlava 
Zoologická zahrada Jihlava 
Halíře dělají talíře 
 
BEST DOCUMENTARY BOOK PARTNER 
Martinus.cz 
 
PARTNER OF VR ZONE 
Go360 
Broumov Development Agency 
PLAYzone Agency 
 
OFFICIAL FESTIVAL BEER  
MadCat Brewery  
 
OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS  
Agnes studio 
AZ Translations  
BIOFILMS  
BOKS  
Böhm 
Dřevovýroba Podzimek 
Flexipal 
Husták 
KINOSERVIS  
KOMA 
Little Urban Distillery 
On Lemon 
OOO.Wine 
OnSinch 
Zmrzlina Snová 
 
PARTNERS OF JI.HLAVA FOR KIDS  
Vysočina Region 
Brána Jihlavy 
Jihlavský architektonický manuál 
Dům Gustava Mahlera 
#DoJihlavy 
Na mysli 
Rodinný park Robinson 
RASL čalouněný nábytek 
ČT:D 

Rádio Junior 
Festival Děti, čtete?! 
DAFilms Junior 
Dětský lesní klub Hájenka 
FilmED 
Goethe-Institut 
Nikon škola 
LAGUS 
Bistro na tři tečky 
HUSTÁK CZ 
LEGO Build the Change 
 
PARTNERS OF JI.HLAVA VIBES 
České vize 
Střední uměleckoprůmyslová škola Jihlava-Helenín 
DIOD - Divadlo otevřených dveří 
 
COLLABORATORS 
Aerofilms 
Bombus Natural Energy 
DIOD - Divadlo otevřených dveří 
DKO - Dům kultury a odborů Jihlava 
Dopravní podnik města Jihlavy 
Horácké divadlo Jihlava 
Kino Dukla 
Kino Máj Třešť 
Leros 
Lucy Sweets  
Masarykova univerzita 
Městská knihovna Jihlava 
Národní filmový archiv 
Newton Media 
Opero 
Sensay 
Prádelna a čistírna Jihlava 
 
MEDIA PARTNERS  
A2larm 
Film a doba 
Heroine 
Radio 1 
Refresher 
Seznam Zprávy 
Voxpot  
 
REGIONAL MEDIA PARTNERS  
City.cz  
Deník.cz 
Hitrádio Vysočina  
Jihlavská Drbna  
Jihlavské listy  
 
MEDIA CO-OPERATIONS  
A2 
Art2Friends 
ArtMap 
ČSFD 
Deník N 
dok.revue 
Full Moon 
HIS Voice 
Host 
Kult.cz 
Listy 
Nový prostor 
Kulturní magazín Uni 
7.G 
Wired 
 
INTERNATIONAL MEDIA PARTNERS  
Variety  
Cineuropa  
Modern Times Review  
Business Doc Europe  
Kapitál 
Kinema.sk  
Kino Ikon 
 

 


