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PRESS RELEASE 
 

THE 2023 INDUSTRY AWARDS WERE PRESENTED AT THE 27TH JI.HLAVA IDFF 
 

JI.HLAVA ANNOUNCED NEW CO-PRODUCTION SCHEME FOR DOCUMENTARY FILMS 
 

Jihlava, October 27, 2023 
 
Ten industry awards were presented today to the most promising projects participating in the Ji.hlava 
New Visions Forum 2023. In total, twenty-two projects in development, production and post-production 
were presented at the Forum. The winners received numerous cash and in-kind awards accorded in 
cooperation with the partners of Ji.hlava IDFF. See the list of all winners. 
 
The creation of the Ji.hlava/JB Films co-production project, a joint initiative of Ji.hlava IDFF and the 
festival's long-term partner Jan Barta was also announced. Next year, up to EUR 110,000 will be 
distributed to creative documentaries from the region of Central and Eastern Europe. The films will be 
selected through a call for proposals to be announced in February 2024. The film projects in which 
Ji.hlava/JB Films will co-produce shall be announced in June 2024. 
 
 
The Ji.hlava New Visions jury was composed of Gugi Gumilang (Executive Director, In-Docs & Docs by the 
Sea, Indonesia, Gita Saedi Kiely (Director of FilmAid, Internews’ in-house program, USA) and Nora Philippe 
(Head of Programme, EURODOC, France). 
 
Ji.hlava New Visions Award 2023 for the most promising European project will receive post-production 
services in the value of 15,000 EUR (UPP) and 5,000 EUR (Soundsquare). The winner is: 
 
If Pigeons Turned to Gold 

● Director: Pepa Lubojacki 
● Producers: Wanda Kaprálová, Klára Mamojková 
● Countries: Czech Republic, Slovakia 

Jury statement: We found this film to be brave, sincere, incredibly creative, and boldly experimental. 
It interrogates our paths in the world, the different paths inside one family, and the ways to exist beyond 
the ongoing pain of addiction. With this award, we want to reinforce Pepa's commitment to share this 
difficult story.  This film will be an alchemical process, and it will need some excellent post-production 
support to hone its potential and vision. 
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Two films received the Ji.hlava New Visions Forum Award 2023 for the most promising U.S. projects. The 
7,000 USD cash award in partnership with AmDocs will be accorded to the following two projects: 
  
Valley of the Night (5,000 USD) 

○ Director and producer: Lynne Siefert 
○ Country: USA 

Jury statement: This is a stunning dive into a dystopian present, and we commend the filmmaker for her 
incredibly cinematic approach on such a relevant and pressing issue of these times. Introducing us to 
temporal migration with such poetic photography promises a very singular and fascinating film. 
 
Vestibul (2,000 USD) 

● Director: Riley Hooper 
● Producers: Caitlin Mae Burke, Bryn Silverman 
● Country: USA 

Jury statement: This is a bold and uncompromising film that will create a new conversation around the 
agency we have with our bodies, sex, and pleasure. We want this award to encourage this filmmaker as 
she begins this filmic journey that will break taboos and empower many girls, women, and all the humans 
that need support in building a good relationship with their bodies. 
 
The other cash and in-kind awards were accorded in cooperation with Current Time TV, FilmAid, Docs 
Connect Taskovski training, Cannes Docs – Marché du Film, Documentary Association of Europe, 
European Film Market, EURODOC, and Meeting Point Vilnius. 
 
Please see the list of all Ji.hlava New Visions Forum Awards 2023.  
 
 
 
The Award for the Best Festival Posters of 2023 were accorded to Trieste Film Festival 2023 (Jury Award) 
and Visions du Réel 2023 (Audience Award). 
 
 
 

The 27th Ji.hlava IDFF takes place until October 29, 2023. More information at www.ji-hlava.com and on the 
festival’s Facebook and Instagram profiles.  
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PARTNERS AND SPONSORS 2023 
 
MAIN SUPPORTERS 
Ministry of Culture Czech Republic 
Czech Film Fund 
Creative Europe MEDIA 
Statutory City of Jihlava 
Vysočina Region 
 
MAIN PARTNER 
Gemo 
 
GENERAL MEDIA PARTNER 
Czech Television 
 
MAIN MEDIA PARTNER 
Czech Radio 
 
EXCLUSIVE MEDIA PARTNERS 
Aktuálně.cz 
Respekt 
 
SUPPORTED BY 
EEA and Norway Grants  
International Visegrad Fund 
U.S. Embassy in the Czech Republic 
French Institute 
ARRI 
Current Time TV 
National Recovery Plan financed by EU 
NextGenerationEU / Ministry of Culture 
Czech Centres 
Italian Cultural Institute  
Austrian Cultural Forum 
Státní fond kultury 
German Films 
Delegation of Flanders in the Czech Republic 
Instituto Camões  
Unifrance  
Jan Barta 
 
PARTNERS OF THE INDUSTRY SECTION 
Creative Europe MEDIA 
Czech Film Fund  
International Visegrad Fund 
Ministry of Culture Czech Republic 
Audiovisual Producers’ Association 
Statutory City of Jihlava  
Creative Europe Desk CZ – Media 
Czech Film Center 
 
PARTNERS OF JI.HLAVA NEW VISIONS AWARDS 
AmDocs 
Current Time TV 
FilmAid 
Cannes Docs - Marché du Film  
Documentary Association of Europe  
European Film Market  
Soundsquare  
UPP  
#Docs Connect Taskovski Film Training  
 
PARTNER PROJECT 
Doc Alliance Films 
 
THE INSPIRATION FORUM PARTNERS 
Co-funded by European Union 
EEA and Norway Grants 
IOCB Tech Foundation 

Prague office of the Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung e.V. – Representation in the 
Czech Republic 
Masaryk Democratic Academy 
Slovak-Czech Women's Fund 
Czech Centres 
Creative Europe Desk Czech Republic 
The Journalism Incubator 
 
SUSTAINABILITY PARTNER 
Co-funded by the EU’s Single Market Programme 
  
REGIONAL PARTNERS 
Citypark 
Chesterton 
Sepos 
The College of Polytechnics Jihlava 
WFG Capital 
 
OFFICIAL SHIPPING PARTNER 
FedEx Express 
 
PHOTO PARTNER 
Nikon 
 
PARTNER OF VR ZONE 
Go360 
Broumov Development Agency 
 
OFFICIAL FESTIVAL BEER  
MadCat Brewery  
 
OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS  
Auto Dobrovolný 
AZ Translations  
BIOFILMS  
Böhm  
BOKS  
Decathlon 
Dřevovýroba Podzimek  
E.ON 
Fine Coffee  
Flexipal  
Husták  
ICOM 
Johannes Cyder  
KINOSERVIS  
KOMA Modular  
La Formaggeria Gran Moravia 
Leros 
Little Urban Destillery 
M-SOFT  
Merch4u 
Mitech 
Next Bike 
On Lemon  
OnSinch 
TENTino 
Tierra Verde 
Porta Bohemica Winery 
We Are Ferdinand 
Zahrady Laurus 
Zmrzlina Snová 
 
PARTNERS OF JI.HLAVA FOR KIDS  
National Recovery Plan financed by EU 
NextGenerationEU / Ministry of Culture 
Vysočina Reginal Gallery 
F POINT 

RASL čalouněný nábytek 
ČT:D 
Brána Jihlavy 
DAFilms Junior 
Dětský lesní klub Hájenka 
DIOD - Divadlo otevřených dveří 
Nikon škola 
Meruzalka-Montessori MŠ a ZŠ v Jihlavě 
Rodinný park Robinson 
Knihkupectví Dlouhá punčocha 
UNiBON Production 
Tirealis 
LAGUS 
Bistro na tři tečky 
HUSTÁK CZ 
 
CO-OPERATIONS  
Aerofilms  
Bombus Natural Energy  
DIOD 
DKO – Dům kultury a odborů Jihlava  
Dopravní podnik města Jihlavy a.s.  
Horácké divadlo Jihlava  
Masaryk University 
Cinema Máj in Třešť  
Newton Media  
Vysočina Regional Gallery 
Prádelna a čistírna Jihlava  
 
MEDIA PARTNERS  
A2  
A2larm 
Dějiny a současnost  
Film a doba  
Radio 1  
 
REGIONAL MEDIA PARTNERS  
City.cz  
Hitrádio Vysočina  
Jihlavská Drbna  
Jihlavské listy  
Náš Region  
 
MEDIA CO-OPERATIONS  
25fps 
ArtMap  
ČSFD  
Festival Guide  
Full Moon  
HIS Voice  
Heroine  
Host  
Kinobox  
Kult.cz  
Nový prostor  
Revolver Revue  
Studio VOKO 
7.G  
 
INTERNATIONAL MEDIA PARTNERS  
Variety  
Cineuropa  
Modern Times Review  
Business Doc Europe  
Kapitál 
Kinema.sk  
Kino Ikon 


