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PRESS RELEASE
JI.HLAVA IS UNDERWAY! THE 30TH EDITION ANNOUNCED ITS FIRST AWARDS 
Jihlava, October 24, 2026

The 30th edition of Ji.hlava IDFF is underway! The festival opened with the European premiere of Return to a Strange Land by Olga Malířová Špátová, and the first awards were announced during the opening ceremony. Helena Třeštíková received the Award for Contribution to World Cinema. The best short film is never been there, never. by Filipino director Joseph Vitali, exploring the realities faced by workers in the service sector in the Philippines and beyond. 

The 30th Ji.hlava International Documentary Film Festival officially kicked off on Friday night. The opening film was Return to a Strange Land, directed by Czech director Olga Malířová Špátová. This poetic documentary follows internationally acclaimed choreographer Jiří Kylián during the creative process alongside his lifelong muse and dancer Sabine Kupferberg. Together, they reflect on more than fifty years of artistic collaboration, exploring the meaning of life, the passage of time, ageing, and disappearance. Archival footage woven throughout the documentary traces their collaboration from 1975 to the present day.

“I am fascinated by Jiří Kylián’s choreography, through which he explores relationships and human existence. I am constantly surprised by his endless and extraordinary sense of humour, which is so characteristic of his work. Equally remarkable is his kindness – or perhaps kindness comes naturally to an artist of such stature? Through their art, Sabine and Jiří give audiences wings. They strive to bring optimism into people's lives and ease the weight of the human condition,” says director Olga Malířová Špátová about the film.

The first awards were presented during the opening ceremony
This year’s Award for Contribution to World Cinema was presented to Czech documentary filmmaker and FAMU lecturer Helena Třeštíková.

“It is symbolic that Helena Třeštíková is receiving the Award for Contribution to World Cinema in the year that the festival celebrates its 30th anniversary. Helena attended the very first edition of the festival and has supported us ever since. In turn, we have long admired her filmmaking, her patience, and her faith in longitudinal documentary filmmaking, which helps us understand not only our past,” says festival director Marek Hovorka.

“I remember the first edition of the festival, when a group of students preparing for their final secondary school exams founded a festival attended by almost every Czech documentary filmmaker. We had a wonderful time, and I have returned every year since. This festival gives documentary filmmaking a deeper meaning,” said Helena Třeštíková. “The future of the Czech audiovisual sector is now at stake,” she added.

The winner of the Sort Joy competition was never been there, never. by director Joseph Vitali. Its protagonist is Edison, a street vendor selling sorbet who must sell his entire stock before he can take time off to celebrate Christmas, a holiday that brings all of Manila to life. This observational portrait offers an intimate look at the realities faced by workers in retail and services, in the Philippines and beyond, raising questions about working conditions and the right to rest. The film was selected by audiences through an online vote and can be watched free of charge on the DAFilms platform until the end of the festival.
Debate on the Importance of Public Service Media in the Czech Republic

On Monday, October 26, audiences should not miss a screening of Retuning, directed by Sára Prokopová, which examines the struggle for public service media in Slovakia. The screening will take place at 5 PM at DKO I.

The film will be followed by a debate on the future of Czech public service media, featuring Milan Fridrich, Director of the Programme and Digital Services Division and Deputy Director General of Czech Television; René Zavoral, Director General of Czech Radio; and Věra Jourová, a politician who has long been involved in issues concerning public service media. The discussion will be moderated by Ji.hlava festival director Marek Hovorka.
All press materials are available HERE. 

Read previous press releases introducing the programme here.
Find the list of the guests of the 30th Ji.hlava here.
The 30th Ji.hlava IDFF will take place from October 23 to November 1, 2026. Early bird Industry accreditations for film professionals are available until September 30. More information is available at ji-hlava.com. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
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To request a press accreditation, please contact us at pressservice@ji-hlava.cz
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PARTNERS AND SPONSORS 2026

MAIN SUPPORTERS
Ministry of Culture Czech Republic
Czech Audiovisual Fund
Statutory City of Jihlava
Vysočina Region
Creative Europe MEDIA

GENERAL PARTNER
Pale Fire Capital

GENERAL MEDIA PARTNER
Czech Television

MAIN MEDIA PARTNER
Czech Radio

EXCLUSIVE MEDIA PARTNERS
Respekt

SUPPORTED BY
International Visegrad Fund
Office of the European Parliament in the Czech Republic
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Prague
Embassy of the Netherlands
British Council
Embassy of Spain
Italian Cultural Institute 
Polish Institute
Austrian Cultural Forum
French Institute
German Films
Embassy of Slovenia
Delegation of Flanders in the Czech Republic
Instituto Camões 
Liszt Institute – Hungarian Cultural Center Prague
Czech Centres
Unifrance
British Chamber of Commerce
Strohmy 
PPF Foundation
GEMO a.s.
ČEZ
Sentinel Foundation
Státní fond kultury
Nadace život umělce
Vysočina Film Office
Jan Barta
Serge Borenstein
Jan Školník

PARTNERS OF JI.HLAVA INDUSTRY
Czech Audiovisual Fund 
International Visegrad Fund
Ministry of Culture Czech Republic
Audiovisual Producers’ Association
Statutory City of Jihlava 
Creative Europe Desk CZ – Media
Czech Film Center
Film Centre of Montenegro
Polish Film Institute

PARTNERS OF JI.HLAVA NEW VISIONS AWARDS
AmDocs Film Festival
Cannes Docs - Marché du Film 
Documentary Association of Europe 
Docs by the Sea
EURODOC
Jacob Burns Film Center
Lightdox
Mediatalents LabDoc
RAFF Residency
Sheffield DocFest
Soundsquare 
UPP 
#Docs Connect Taskovski Film Training 

PARTNER PROJECT
Doc Alliance Films

INSPIRATION FORUM PARTNERS
ERSTE Foundation
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
Office of the European Parliament in the Czech Republic
Representation of the European Commission
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung e.V. – Representation in the Czech 
Nadace České spořitelny
Eduzměna
Strategie AV21: Výzkumný program Identity ve světě válek a krizí
Archa+
Culture for Future
INFINIT SEN
Embassy of Canada

PARTNERS OF IF LAB
Co-funded by the European Union
Státní fond kultury
Ministry of Culture Czech Republic
 
PARTNER OF IF NEWS
Novinářský inkubátor

PARTNERS OF THE CONFERENCE ON ETHICS
Czech Audiovisual Fund
International Visegrad Fund
Creative Europe MEDIA
FAMU

MEDIA PARTNERS OF THE CONFERENCE ON ETHICS
Deník N
ArtMap
Magazín UNI
DOK.REVUE

PHOTO PARTNER
Nikon

REGIONAL PARTNERS
Brána Jihlavy
EG.D
Citypark
#DoJihlavy
Enviropol
Hotel Savorsky
Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power Co.
Květinová farma
Nominal
Mitech
Saunabar Jihlava
ZOO Jihlava

SUSTAINABILITY PARTNERS
Artic Bakery
Profil Nábytek
Plastia
we are Ferdinand

BEST DOCUMENTARY BOOK PARTNER
Kosmas

OFFICIAL FESTIVAL BEER 
MadCat Brewery 

OFFICIAL TRANSPORT PARTNER
Auto Dobrovolný
Leapmotor

OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS 
AV Media
AZ Translations
Biofilms
BOKS
Bolt
ECO krabičky
Eventival
Johannes Cyder VIZ On Lemon
Father´s Coffee Roastery
Flexipal
Formaggeria Jihlava
Frederic Kafka Distillery
GLOBIT CZ, s. r. o. + Chytré terminály
Husták
Kinoservis
Little Urban Distillery
Lucy Sweets
Make
Merch4U
Savencia Fromage and Dairy Czech Republic, a. s.
On Lemon /Johannes Cyder
Víno Hruška
OnSinch
Lancraft
Repas Point
T-LED
AZ Wood
Chateau Herálec
Panský dvůr Telč
PERNOD RICARD
Oatly
Strips Chips

PARTNERS OF JI.HLAVA FOR KIDS & VIBES
Brána Jihlavy
Nadace BLÍŽKSOBĚ 
#DoJihlavy
DAFilms Junior
Dětský lesní klub Hájenka
Bistro na tři tečky
HUSTÁK CZ
Robinson
Nakladatelství Meander
Těhotenské a kojící polštáře Matýsek
Fairtrade
Zmrzlinárna Snová
Toč světem
8SMIČKA
Jipocar
Střední umělecko-průmyslová škola Jihlava-Helenín 

COLLABORATORS
Aerofilms
Bombus Natural Energy
DIOD - Divadlo otevřených dveří
DKO - Dům kultury a odborů Jihlava
Dopravní podnik města Jihlavy
Horácké divadlo Jihlava
Kino Dukla
Kino Máj Třešť
Lucy Sweets 
Masarykova univerzita
Městská knihovna Jihlava
Národní filmový archiv
Newton Media
Opero
Psychologická poradna Mojra
Prádelna a čistírna Jihlava 

MEDIA PARTNERS 
Alarm
Heroine
Radio 1
Refresher
Seznam Zprávy
Voxpot

REGIONAL MEDIA PARTNERS 
Hitrádio Vysočina
Jihlavská Drbna
Jihlavské listy 

MEDIA CO-OPERATIONS 
A2
Art2Friends
ArtMap
Bold News
ČSFD
Deník N
dok.revue
Full Moon
HIS Voice
Host
Kultino
Nový prostor
Kulturní magazín Uni
7.G

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA PARTNERS 
Variety 
Cineuropa 
Modern Times Review 
Business Doc Europe 
Kapitál
Kinema.sk 
Kino Ikon
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